Brunswick schools address bullying while Link Crew sets good example
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BRUNSWICK The issue of bullying will be front and center at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 2 as consultant and former teacher Michael A. Douglas of Diversity Initiatives, Inc. presents the “I Have A Secret” community forum.

The integrated performance with guided discussion, held at the Brunswick High School PAC Auditorium, 3581 Center Road, will address the topic of “eliminating bullying in the school environment” and will include panelists Sarah Moore of the law firm of Roetzel and Andress and Brunswick Police Chief Carl Deforest.

The forum is billed as a family and community event to raise awareness of and explore solutions to “this serious challenge facing our young people.”

“The program is geared toward understanding the differences in people,” Superintendent Michael Mayell said. “It teaches appreciation for diversity instead of isolating ones self from it. I’m actually going to attend with my kids.”

The district is not altogether unfamiliar with addressing issues such as peer pressure, acceptance and bullying through programs such as Link Crew.

Link Crew is a leadership program offered at high schools throughout the country that allows the school to choose upper classmen be linked with freshmen throughout the year.

The Link Leaders help the freshman get involved by informing them about the activities put on by the school and in the community.

Link Coordinator Jessica Thompson said that while not specifically a bullying initiative, the Link program gives incoming freshmen a peer group to turn to when they are confronted with challenges associated with transitioning into high school.

“A good example was when a student came to me second semester and asked how he could find his Link leaders,” Thompson said. “He said he had a gift he wanted to give them because they were always looking out for him. And this was one of our struggling students and not someone I would have expected to have reacted that way.”

The program is self-perpetuating for all involved, said Emily Dralle, on of seven Link commissioner selected from among the school’s 100 Link leaders.

When I was a freshman, it helped me feel connected to the school,” said Dralle, a senior. “And I think it really motivates you to do better academically — sometimes freshman don’t feel grades are that important.”

Link commissioner and senior Ryan Perkins said that while his experience with the program as a freshman was positive, he became involved himself as an upperclassman for another reason.

“I was a freshman the first year the high school had Link Crew and I felt my leaders could have been better,” he said. “So I wanted to make a better experience for incoming freshmen.”

Link commissioner and senior Jamie Eyssen said she became a member of the Link Crew to make an impact on freshman.

“I wanted to have a positive influence,” she said. “It is tough sometimes and they know we are going to be here for them.”
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